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ro convey me to my death: | am willing to die, 
which is athing no morethanall our Predecdl. 


Law I ſubmit-my ſelfe, and canfeſſe that I receive nothing 
but Juſtice: For hetharpalitikly,iatendethgood to a Com- 
mon-wealth, may be called a;juft-man,bat.he that praRiſeth 
either for his owne profit, or any other:{iniſter ends , y 
bee well tearmed a Delinquent perſon; Neither 1s delay 1t 
ptmiſhmert anyiprwiledge for pardon. And.. moreover ,: 
1ngenuouſly confeſſe with Cic2ro , that the death ofthe bad 
is the ſafery of the good that be alive, OS 
-- Let-nomantriſteither in the: favour of his Prince, the 
ay 4 of.hisPeeres,, much elle, in his 
hes 2 


owne 
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owne wiſedome & knowledge,of which Iingenuouſly con- 
fellk-thayt been tbo confidedir. Kings, as they are men before 
Gvd; ſothey arce:gods before.men, and I may fay witha 
great man once in. this Kingdome,had 1 ftrived to obey my God 
a5 faithfully,zs I ſought to honour my King diligently,t had {food, 
and mt fatles. Moſt happigaod fortunate is that Prince, who 
is as much forhis juſtice feared , as for his g00dnefle beto- 
ved: For the greaterthatPrinces are in power above other, 
the more they ought in vertue to excell other ; and ſuch is 
th Royall Soveraigne Whom I lite ſerved. | 
| 'For my Peeres , the correſpondence thatI had with them 
; 


during my profperitie, was t6 me verie delighrfull and plea- 
fing'and here they have eommulermed my ruine,T have plen- 
cifafly found, who { for th&moſt-generous of them ) I may 
boldly ſay,thqugh they have deteſted the fac,yer they have 
pitied the perſon delinquent ; The firſt intheir loyalty , the 
laſt in their charity : Ingenuonſly: confeſſing , that never any 
ſubje, or Peere of my rankthat'ever thar helpe. of Coun- 
ſell, that benefit of tinie, or a more free and legall tryall 
; than I have had: Inthelike whereof, none of my predcceſ(. 
: fours. harh hid ſo much favour from his Prince,ſo mach ſuf- 
ferance from the people; in which I comprehend the under- 
ſtanding Commons, not the many headed monſter , Multi- 
tude; But I have offended; am ſentenced,'& muſt now ſuffer. 
". And for my-too muchconfidence. in -my ſuppoſed; wiſe- 
domie and knowledge; therein have -beene the moſt deceived: 
For hee is wiſe to-himſelfe thatknowes hy, others faults to 
coftt& his own offeaces: Tobearudy wiltistope Secret; 
riesco,qurf}yes ; For ivi3:meert -f$Hy no-pencate.qut. inti- 
mate thoughts to ftrangers: 'Wiſedome Is rhemoſt precious 
Gem with which themind canbeadorned:; andilcaming the 
mpft faniousthing for which a man oughtro-bee.eſtocned, 
00 yeue UNE 9960 Ge van; extihecy 
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 powertg make good matter ſeeme bad, and a bad cauſeap- 
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well-In the-firſt I have Fledyfo the miſt edome of man i fooliſh, 


wefſe with God. 
For knowledge , it is a thing indifferent both to good and 


evil. but the beſt knowledge is for a man,to know himſelfe ; 


hee that. doth ſo, ſhalleſteeme of himſelfc but little, for hee 
conſidetreth from whence he came,and whereto he muſt 20, 
he regardeth notthe vaine pleaſures ofthis life, hee exalteth 
God,and ſtrives to live in his fear; But hethat knoweth nor 
himſelfe , is wilfull in his owne wayes., unprofitable in his 
life, infortunatein his death, and {o am I. But the reaſon 
why y-Iſoughtto attaine unto ir, wasthis: I have readthat he 
chas knoweth not that which hee oughtro know , is a bruit 


 beaſtamongſtmen: Hee that knoweth more than he ought 


to know ,is a man amongſt beaſts : Buthethart knoweth all 
that may be known, is a God amongſt men, To this l mych 
aſpired, in this I much failed ; Yamitie of vanities , all is but 
vanitie, 

Ihave heard the people clamour and cry out \ſaying, That 
throughmy occaſion the times are bad, 1 wiſh thatwhen L 
ain dead they may prove better: Moſt true itis, tharthere 1s 
at this time a great ſtorme impending ( God in his merci, 
avert it. ) And fince it is my particular lot, like 1ona4 , to be 
caſt into the ſea, Iſhall thinke my life well ſpent, ro appeaſe 
Gods wrath, and ſatisfie the peoples malice. 

' © whatis eloquence more than aire? faſhioned with an 
articulate and diſtia ſound , when it is aſpeciall ve fue td 
{peake littleand well, and filence.is oftthe beſt: oratorie; For 
fooles intheir dumbneſſc may bee accounred wite : It hath 
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peare good: But mine was to. mee unprofitable, and. like 
the Cyprefle trees, which are great and tall , bur altogether 

without frutt, - --.. 
What is, honour 7 butthe firſt ſtept to diſquiernefle, and 
pewe 
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power is ſtill waited on by envie, neither hath it any privi- 
ledgeagainſt infamie. Itis held to be the chicte part of ho- 
noyr, for a man to joyne to his office and calling, curtiſte,and 
affabilitie, commiſerarion, and pitie:For thereby he drawerh 
ro him with a kind ofcompullion , the hearts of the multi- 
tude. Bur that was the leaſt part' of my ſtadie , which now 
makes mee call to minde, that the greater the perſons are in 
authority , the ſooner they are catcher in any delinquencie, 
andthe ſmalleſt crimes are thought to becapitall, the ſmal- 
leſt ſpor ſeemes great inthe fineſt linnen, and the leaſt Aaw 
is ſooneſt found inthe richeſt Diamond. But high and noble 
ſpirits finding themſelves wounded , grieve not ſo mach at 
their owne paine andperplexitie, as at the deriſion and ſcofs 
of their enemy: Butfor mine own part,though I might have 
manie in my life, I hope to finde nonein my death. 

Amongſt other things which pollute and conraminatethe 
mindes of great ſpirits, there is none more hainous than ams 
bition, which is ſeldome unaccompanied with Avarice: 


Such, to poſſeſle their ends, care notto violate the Lawes of 


Religion, and Reaſon, and to breake the bonds of Mode- 
ftieand equitie, with the neareſt tyes of Conſanguinitie,and 
Amitie; Of which as I have beene guiltie, ſo I craveat Gods 
hands forgiveneſſe. It is a maxime in Philoſophy, that am- 
bitious men can never bee good: Counlelloars to Princes; 
Th&defirc of haviagmore is common to great Lords;and a 
deſire of Rule, a great cauſe of their ruine. | 

_ . My Lords, Iam nowthe hopeleſfe Preſident , may I bee 
to you all an happy example: Forambirtoftdevourethgold, 
and*drinketh bloud , and climbeth-ſs high-by other: mens 
heads,thatat the length in thefall,it breaketh its owneneck: 
therefore it is better to live in humble content, than in high 


care and trouble : For moxe precious is want with-honeſtie; 


than wealth with infamy : For what arc wee but meere/vas 
pours, 
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pours , which ina ſcrene clement aſcend high, andupon an 
inſtant, like ſmoak, vaniſh into nothing: Or like ſhips with- 
out Pilots,roſt up & down upon the ſeas by contrary winds, 
and rempeſts. But the good husbandman thinkes better of 
thoſecares of corne, which bow downe,and grow crooked, 
than thoſe whichare ſtreightand upright, becauſe heis aſſu- 
red to finde more ſtore of grain in the one, than inthe other, 
Thisall men know, yet of this, how few make uſe: The de- 
fet whereof muſt bee now. my paine: May my ſuffering 
prove to others profit. 

For what hathnow the favour ofmy Prince, the familia- 
ritie with my Peeres, the volubility ofatongue, the ſtreng:h 
of my memorie, my learning, or knowledge, my hoaours, 
or offices, my power, or potencie, my riches, andrtreaſure, 
( all theſe the eſpeciall gifts, both of Nature, and Fortune ) 
what havcall theſe profi ed mee ? Bleſſings [ acknowlzdge, 
though by God beſtowed upon man ; yer not all ofthemto. 
octher upon many: Yet bythe divine providence, the moſt 
ofthem mer in me: Of which had I made happic uſe, I might 
Rill have flouriſh, who now am forc'd immaturely to fall. 
- I now-could wiſh, ( bur that «tina. is too late ) that 
God with his ou: ward goodnefle rowards me , had ſo. com- 
mixed his inward grace, that I had chuſed the medium path, 
neicherinclining to therighthand, nordeviating to thelefc; 
but like Zcarms with my waxen wings , fearing by too low 2 
flight to moyſten them with the waves: | ſoared too high, 
andtop-neare the Sun , by whichthey being melted; I ay- 
ming atthe.higheſt , am precipitared io the I»welt:an1.am 
made a wretched. prey to the waters: But I who '>cfore bujle 
my houſe upon the ſand , have now ſetled my hop:s upon 
the Rocke my Saviour: By whoſe only mer'ites my ſolecruſt 
is , that whatſocycr becomes of my bo\ie, yct in this bo- 
ſome my foule may beeSan tuaried. j 


1,5” 


Nimro4 


— — _ 


EO” 4 WE ] 
 N;mrod would have built a Tower fo reach up toheaven, 
and cal'd it Babekbut God turned it to the confulton of Zan- 
guages, and diſſipation ofthe people, Pharaoh kept the chil- 
dren of /ſrae/ in bondage, andatrer haviag fredthem, in bigs 
grett pride would have made them his prey; but God gave 
them adrie and miraculous paſſage, and Pharavh and his 
hoaſta watrie Sepulcher, Belſha7zer feaſted his Priaces and 
Proſtitutes, who drunke healths inthe veſlels taken from the 
Temple; but the hand of God writ upon the wall, Mene,Te- 
kel, Phoras,and thatnightbefore morning was both his King- 
dome and life taken from him: Thus God lets men goe on a 
great while in their owne devices, butinthe eadit proved 
eheir own ruine & deſtruction, never ſuffering them to effet 
their deſired purpoſes: therefore let none preſume upon his 
power, glory tn lywgreatneſſe, or be too confident in his 
riches: Theſe things, were written for our Inftruction, of 
which the living may make uſe, the dying cannot; bur wit 
and unfraitfull wiſedome are the next nieghbours to folly. 

| There can bee no greater vanitic in the world, thanto 
eſteeme the world, which regardeth no man; andto make 
flight account of Gd who greatly reſpeterh all-menz and 
there can be no greater folly in man,than by much travecll to 
iacreaſc his goods, and pamper his body, and 1a the Interim 
with raine delights and pleaſures,to loſe his ſoul, Itis agreat 
folly in any man to attempr a bad beginning, inhope of a 
Soodending ; and to make that proper to one, Which was - 
before common to all, is meere indiſcretion, and the begin- 
fiing of diſcord, which I poſitively wiſhmay end inthis my 
puniſhmenr. | | _ 
O how ſmall a proportion of earth will coatainemy bo- 
dy, when my high minde could not bee confined within the 
Ipacious compaſle of two Kingdomes * But' my houre 
drawcth on, and [ conclude with the Pſalmiſt,not aimingar 
ay 
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any one man in particular, but ſpeaking for all in generdll: 
How long will you Twages be corrupted: how long will ye ceaſe ta 
give true Indgement? &c, Bleſſedis the manthat doeth not walk 
in theCouncellof the wicked,nor ſtand in the way of ſinners,ner [it 
in theſeat of the ſcornefull, therefore they ſhall not Hand rw the 
Indgement, nor ſinners inthedſſembly of the righteous, &e. 
Abourthe houre of 12, aClockethe aforeſaid Lord of 
Strafford was conveyed to the Scaffold on Towre-Hill, 
where was a court of Guard made by the ſeverall Compani- 
cs of Souldicrs of the City of Loxdox,and che Hamlets of che 
Tower oncach fide as he pafled tothe Scaffold: before mar- 
chedthe Marſhals men ro make way, then the Sheriffes of 
Londons Officers with their Hilberds;after them the Kings 
Guard, or watders of the Tower: Next came one of his 
Gentlemen, bare headed,in mourning habit, the Lord Straf- 
ford following himclad in black cloath, with divers others, 
in the ſame habit, which were his attendiace,:hen the Lord, 
Biſhop of Armach, and other good Divines, wicththe She- 
riffes of Lozdon, and divers honourable perſonages. 

Whenheecameto the Scaffold, hethere ſhewed himſelfe 
oneach fidein full view to all people and made this ſhort 
ſpeech, with as much alacricy of Spirit, as amortall man 
could cxprefle, viz. 

Then turning himſelfe about; he ſaluted al the Noblemen, 
and tooke a ſolemae leave of all conſiderable perſons on the 
Scaffold giving them his hand. 

And after that, he ſaid, Gentlemen, T would -ſay my pray- 
ers, and I entreart you allto pray with'me, and'for me; then 
his Chaplaine laid the booke of Corrmet prayer upon the 
chairebcfore him as hee kneeled down, on which he prayed 
almoſt a quarter of an houre,then heprayed as long orlong- 
cr without a booke, and ended wich the Lords prayer ; then 
itaading up hee ſpies his broth-r Sir George Wentworth, and 
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calls him to hin,and faith, brother we muſt part, remember 
meto1ny ſiſter, and to my wife , and carry my bleſſing to 
my.cldeft Son, and charge him from mee, thathe fear God 
and continue an obedient Sonne of the Church'of England, 
and that he ſhould approve himſelfe a faithfull ſubjeQro the. 
King,andtell himthat he ſhould not have any privategrudge 
orrevenge towards any concerning me, and bid hum beware 
that he meddle not with Church livings, for that will prove 
amoath and cankerto him in his eſtate,and wiſh him to con- 

tent himſelfe to be a ſervaat to his Countrey, as a Juſtice of 
Peace in his County, and nat aiming at higher preferments; 
catry my blefling to my daughters, Anne and Arrabells, 

charge them tofear and ſerve God, and he will bleſſe them, 

nor forgetting my little Infant that yetknowes neither good 

nor evill, and cannot ſpeak forit ſelfe, God [peak for it, and 

bleſſeit; then ſaid hee, now T have nigh done,one ſtroke will 
make my wife husbandleſle, my deare children fatherleſſe, 
and my poore ſervants maſterleſle, and ſep-rart me from my 

Ceare brother andall my friends, but let God beto youand- 
them, allinall;. 

Aﬀer that, going to take off his dublet, and to make him- 
ſelfe readie, he ſaid. / thank God 1 am nomore afraid of death, 
nor daunted with any diſcouragements riſing from any fears, but 
do as chearfully put off my dublet at this time, as ever I aid when T 
went tobed. Then he put off his dublet , and wound up his 
haire with his hands, and put on a white Cap, 

. Thenhecalled, YWhere is the man that ſhould do this laſt 
office? ( meaning the Executioner ) call hmm to me. When 
hecame and askt him forgiveneſle, hee told him hee forgave 
him andallthe world. Then kneeling down by the block, 
he went to prayeragaine himſelt,the Biſhop of Armach knee- 
ling onthe ane ſide , and the Miniſter onthe other ; tothe 
which Miniſter, after prayer, he turacd himtelic , god _ 
ONIC. 
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ſome few words ſoftly, having his hands lifted up: this Mi. 
niſter cloſed his hands with his;then bowing himſelfe tothe 
earth,to lay his head on the block, he told the Executioner, 
that hee would firſt lay down his headto fry the fitneſſe of 
the block, and take itupagaine before he would lay it down 
for goodandall, and ſo hedid : and beforehee laid it downe 
againe,he told the Executionerthat he would give him war. 
ning when to ſtrike, by ſtretching forth his hands; and then 
Iaid down his neck on the block., ſtretching our his hands 
the Executioner ſtruck off his head at one blow, thenhe 
tooke thehead in his hand and ſheyed it unto all the people, 
and {aid ,, God ſavethe King, — 


